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VII. Claims 



What is claimed is: 

1 . A method of processing mailpiece information in a mail Recessing device using 
sorter application software, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a first prompt from an operator of the mail4)rocessing device; 

initiating a connection between the mail processii/g device and an identification 
code server, via the sorter application software, in response to the first prompt; 

processing mailpiece information between the mail processing device and the 
identification code server, via the sorter applicatipn software; 

receiving a second prompt from the opefrator of the mail processing device; and 

terminating the connection between the mail processing device and the 
identification code server, in response to tne second prompt. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the identification code server is a PICS server. 

3. The method of claim 1 , wherein the identification code server is a SICS server. 

4. The method of claim r wherein the mail processing device is a bar code sorter. 

5. The method of clanm 1 , wherein the first prompt is a start-run message. 
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6. The method of claim 1, wherein the second prompt is an ^nd-run message. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the processing stei^further comprises the 
substeps of: 

transmitting information from the mail processii/(g device to the identification code 
server; and 

receiving information from the identificati9/i code server at the mail processing 
device. 
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8. The method of claim 1, wherein t/e mail processing device is a Mail Processing 
Bar Code Sorter. 

9. The method of claim 1 , yi/herein the mail processing device is a Delivery Bar 
Code Sorter. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the mail processing device is a Carrier 
Sequence Bar Code^Sorter. 
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1 1 . The metnod of claim 1 , wherein the mail processing device is an Output 
Subsystem/^ar Code Sorter. 
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12. The method of claim 1, wherein the mailpiece informatioi/includes an 
identification code. 

13. The method of claim 1, wherein the mailpiece inf(z(rmation includes a postal code. 

14. The method of claim 12, wherein the an iderftification code is an ID tag. 

15. The method of claim 13, wherein the pc/stal code is a POSTNET code. 

16. The method of claim 1 , further comprising the step of: 

passing a parameter from the sorter application software to the identification 
code server to indicate a mail processing device type. 

17. The method of claim 1 .wherein the sorter application software is on a network. 

18. A system for processing mailpiece information in a mail processing device using 
sorter application software, comprising: 

a receiving component configured to receive a first prompt from an operator of 
the mail processing device; 
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an initiating component configured to initiate a connection between the mail 
processing device and an identification code server, via the sortei/application software, 
in response to the first prompt; 

a processing component configured to process mailpj^ce information between 
the mail processing device and the identification code seryer, via the sorter application 
software; 

a receiving component configured to receive ^second prompt from the operator 
of the mail processing device; and 

a terminating component configured to te/minate the connection between the 
mail processing device and the identification /ode server, in response to the second 
prompt. 

19. The system of claim 18, where/i the identification code server is a PICS server. 
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20. The system of claim 18, wherein the identification code server is a SICS server. 



21 . The system of claim /8, wherein the mail processing device is a bar code sorter. 
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22. The system of claim 1 8, wherein the first prompt is a start-run message. 



23. The system ,6f claim 1 8, wherein the second prompt is an end-run message. 
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24. The system of claim 18, wherein the processing component inaudes: 
a transmitting component configured to transmit informati9n from the mail 

processing device to the identification code server; and 

a receiving component configured to receive infornrj^tion from the identification 
code server at the mail processing device. 

25. The system of claim 18, wherein the mail f^f^cessing device is a Mail Processing 
Bar Code Sorter. 

26. The system of claim 18, wherein t/e mail processing device is a Delivery Bar 
Code Sorter. 

27. The system of claim 18, yfierein the mail processing device is a Carrier 
Sequence Bar Code Sorter. 

28. The system of clafim 18, wherein the mail processing device is an Output 
Subsystem/Bar Code^Sorter. 
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29. The system of claim 18, wherein the mailpiece information includes an 



identification, code. 
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30. The system of claim 18, wherein the mailpiece information incjidaes a postal 
code. 

31 . The system of claim 29, wherein the an identificatior/cocle is an ID tag. 

32. The system of claim 30, wherein the postal co^Je is a POSTNET code. 

33. The system of claim 1 8, further comprising: 
a passing component configured to pass a parameter from the sorter application 

software to the identification code server to indicate a mail processing device type. 

34. The system of claim 18, wherein the sorter application software is on a network. 

35. A computer usable medium having computer readable code embodied therein 
for processing mailpiece information in a mail processing device using sorter application 
software, the computer readable code comprising: 

a receiving module configured to receive a first prompt from an operator of the 
mail processing device; 

an initiating module configured to initiate a connection between the mail 
processing device and an identification code server, via the sorter application software, 
in respons^/to the first prompt; 
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a processing module configured to process mailpiece information between the 
mail processing device and the identification code server, via tl;>e sorter application 
software; 

a receiving module configured to receive a second jz^rompt from the operator of 
the mail processing device; and 

a terminating module configured to terminate th6 connection between the mail 
processing device and the identification code serve/ in response to the second prompt. 

36. A system of processing mailpiece inforrplation in a mail processing device using 
sorter application software, comprising: 

means for receiving a first prompt |/^om an operator of the mail processing 
device; 

means for initiating a connectibn between the mail processing device and an 
identification code server, via theysorter application software, in response to the first 
prompt; 

means for processino^mailpiece information between the mail processing device 
and the identification cod^e server, via the sorter application software; 

means for recei/ing a second prompt from the operator of the mail processing 
device; and 

means for/erminating the connection between the mail processing device and 
the identificatiqn code server, in response to the second prompt. 
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37. A mail processing system forprocessing a mailpiece, conrlprising: 
a mail processing device; 

an identification code reader connected to the mail drocessing device; and 
sorter application softvyare for communicating between the mail processing 
device and an identification/code server. 

38. The system of claim 37, wherein the mail ^cessing device is a Mail Processing 
Bar Code Sorter. 

39. The system of claim 37, wher^n the mail processing device is a Delivery Bar 
Code Sorter 

40. The system of clajr^i 37, wherein the mail processing device is a Carrier 
Sequence Bar Code Sorter. 

41 . The system of claim 37, wherein the mail processing device is an Output 
Subsystem/Bar Code Sorter. 

42. /The system of claim 37, wherein the identification code reader is a RBCS ID Tag 
Reader. 
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43. The system of claim 37, wherein the identification code reader is a Universal ID 
Tag Reader. 

44. The system of claim 37, wherein the identifip^tion code server is a PICS server. 

45. The system of claim 37, wherein the identification code server is a SICS server. 

46. The system of claim 37, wKerein the sorter application software is on a network. 

47. A method for pi;€rcessing a mailpiepe by a mail processing device, comprising the 
steps of: 

reading an identification co(^ from the mailpiece, using an identification code 
reader; 

transmitting the identiffcation code to an identification code server, via sorter 
application software; andy 

processing mailpiece information between the mail processing device and the 
identification code server, via the sorter applicatiprK^oftware. 



48. The method of clainru47/wherein the mail processing device is a Mail Processing 
Bar Code Sorter^ 
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49. The method of claim 47, wherein the mail processing device/s a Delivery Bar 
Code Sorter. 

50. The method of claim 47, wherein the mail processing^jifevice is a Carrier 
Sequence Bar Code Sorter. 

51 . The method of claim 47, wherein the mail proc^^sing device is an Output 
Subsystem/Bar Code Sorter. 

52. The system of claim 47, wherein the ider}(ification code reader is a RBCS ID Tag 
Reader. 

53. The method of claim 47, wherein tf/e identification code reader is a Universal ID 
Tag Reader. 

54. The method of claim 47, whefein the identification code server is a PICS server. 

55. The method of claim 47,yWherein the identification code server is a SICS server. 

56. The method of claim 47, wherein the identification code is an ID Tag. 

57. The method of claim 47, wherein the sorter application software is on a network. 
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58. A system for processing/^mailpiece by a mail processing d^ice, comprising: 
a reading componentconfigured to read an identification c^de from the 

mailpiece, using an idemification code reader; 

a transmittirjg component configured to transmit the ideryiification code to an 
identification co6e server, via sorter application software; and/ 

a prcK^essing component configured to process mailpfece information between 
the malr processing device and the identification code seryer, via the sorter application 
software. 

59. The system of claim 58, wherein the mail pr96essing device is a Mail Processing 
Bar Code Sorter. 

60. The system of claim 58, wherein the m^^il processing device is a Delivery Bar 
Code Sorter. 

61. The system of claim 58, whereir/the mail processing device is a Carrier 
Sequence Bar Code Sorter. 

62. The system of claim 58, y/herein the mail processing device is an Output 
Subsystem/Bar Code Sorter. 
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63. The system of claim 58, wherein the identification code j^eader is a RBCS ID Tag 
Reader. 

64. The system of claim 58, wherein the identification c/)de reader is a Universal ID 
Tag Reader. 

65. The system of claim 58, wherein the identificatic/n code server is a PICS server. 

66. The system of claim 58, wherein the identification code server is a SICS server. 

67. The system of claim 58, wherein the ideritification code is an ID Tag. 



68. The system of claim 58, wherein the sorter application software is on a network. 

i 



y f 69. A computer usable medium h^ng computer readable code embodied therein 
for processing a mailpiece by a m^l processing device, the computer readable code 
comprising: 

a reading module con^gured to read an identification code from the mailpiece, 
using an identification cod^ reader; 

a transmitting moaule configured to transmit the identification code to an 
identification code seryer, via sorter application software; and 
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a processing module configured to process mailpiece information between the 
mail proces^g device and the identification code server, via the sorter application 
software 

70. A system of processing a mailpiece by a mail processing device, comprising: 
means for reading an identification code from the r/ailpiece, using an 

identification code reader; 

means for transmitting the identification code t/5 an identification code server, via 

sorter application software; and 

means for processing mailpiece informatio/i between the mail processing device 

and the identification code server, via the sorte/application software. 
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71. A method of processing mailpiece information in a mail processing device using 
sorter application hardware, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a first prompt from an operator of the mail processing device; 

initiating a connection between/the mail processing device and an identification 
code server, via the sorter application hardware, in response to the first prompt; 

processing mailpiece information between the mail processing device and the 
identification code server, via the sorter application hardware; 

receiving a second prompt from the operator of the mail processing device; and 
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terminating the connection between the mail processingydevice and the 
identification code server, in response to the second prompt. 

72. The method of claim 71, wherein the identification dode server is a PICS server. 

73. The method of claim 71, wherein the identificatio/n code server is a SICS server. 

74. The method of claim 71 , wherein the mail processing device is a bar code sorter. 

75. The method of claim 71 , wherein the firs/ prompt is a start-run message. 

76. The method of claim 71 , wherein the/second prompt is an end-run message. 

77. The method of claim 71 , wherein/the processing step further comprises the 
substeps of: 

transmitting information fromythe mail processing device to the identification code 
server; and 

receiving information froi/i the identification code server at the mail processing 
device. 
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78. The method of claim 71 , wherein the mail processing devi9!e is a Mail Processing 
Bar Code Sorter. 

79. The method of claim 71, wherein the mail processing device is a Delivery Bar 
Code Sorter. 

80. The method of claim 71 , wherein the mail processing device is a Carrier 
Sequence Bar Code Sorter. 

81 . The method of claim 71 , wherein the ma/ processing device is an Output 
Subsystem/Bar Code Sorter. 

82. The method of claim 71, wherein tj^e mailpiece information includes an 
identification code. 

83. The method of claim 71, whj^rein the mailpiece information includes a postal 
code. 

84. The method of claim tl, wherein the an identification code is an ID tag. 

85. The method of claim 83, wherein the postal code is a POSTNET code. 
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86. The method of claim 71 , further comprising the step of: 
passing a parameter from the sorter application hardware )6 the identification 

code server to indicate a mail processing device type. 

87. The method of claim 71 , wherein the sorter applicati<z5n hardware is on a network. 
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88. A system for processing mailpiece information ir/a mail processing device using 
sorter application hardware, comprising: 

a receiving component configured to receiv^i" a first prompt from an operator of 
the mail processing device; 

an initiating component configured to imtiate a connection between the mail 
processing device and an identification cod^server, via the sorter application software, 
in response to the first prompt; 

a processing component configuri^d to process mailpiece information between 
the mail processing device and the identification code server, via the sorter application 
hardware; 

a receiving component configured to receive a second prompt from the operator 
of the mail processing device; and 

a terminating component configured to terminate the connection between the 
mail processing device ancythe identification code server, in response to the second 
prompt. 
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89. The system of claim 88, wherein the identification code/server is a PICS server. 

90. The system of claim 88, wherein the identification code server is a SICS server. 

91 . The system of claim 88, wherein the mail processing device is a bar code sorter. 

92. The system of claim 88, wherein the first prompt is a start-run message. 

93. The system of claim 88, wherein the s<scond prompt is an end-run message. 

94. The system of claim 88, wherein the processing component includes: 

a transmitting component configured to transmit information from the mail 
processing device to the identification code server; and 

a receiving component cor/figured to receive information from the identification 
code server at the mail proces^ng device. 

95. The system of clair/ 88, wherein the mail processing device is a Mail Processing 
Bar Code Sorter. 

96. The system/bf claim 88, wherein the mail processing device is a Delivery Bar 
Code Sorter. 
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97. The system of claim 88, wherein the mail processing d^/ice is a Carrier 
Sequence Bar Code Sorter. 

98. The system of claim 88, wherein the mail processing device is an Output 
Subsystem/Bar Code Sorter. 

99. The system of claim 88, wherein the mailp(iece information includes an 
identification code. 

100. The system of claim 88, wherein mailpiece information includes a postal 
code. 

101 . The system of claim 99, Wherein the an identification code is an ID tag. 

102. The system of claim/lOO, wherein the postal code is a POSTNET code. 

1 03. The system of/claim 88, further comprising: 

a passing CG)mponent configured to pass a parameter from the sorter application 
hardware to the/identification code server to indicate a mail processing device type. 

104. The/system of claim 88, wherein the sorter application hardware is on a network. 
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105. A computer usable medium having computer readable^ode embodied therein 
for processing mailpiece information in a mail processing ^evice using sorter application 
hardware, the computer readable code comprising: 

a receiving module configured to receive a firs/prompt from an operator of the 
mail processing device; 

an initiating module configured to initiate connection between the mail 
processing device and an identification code ^rver, via the sorter application hardware, 
in response to the first prompt; 

a processing module configured tcC process mailpiece information between the 
mail processing device and the identi^cation code server, via the sorter application 
hardware; 

a receiving module configured to receive a second prompt from the operator of 
the mail processing device; arra 

a terminating module^ configured to terminate the connection between the mail 
processing device and the identification code server, in response to the second prompt. 
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106. A system of/processing mailpiece information in a mail processing device using 
sorter applicatioFi hardware, comprising: 

means/or receiving a first prompt from an operator of the mail processing 
device; 
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means for initiating a connection between the mail processing device and an 
identification code server, via the sorter application h^ware, in response to the first 
prompt; 

means for processing mailpiece information between the mail processing device 
and the identification code server, via the sorter application hardware; 

means for receiving a second prqmpt from the operator of the mail processing 
device; and 

means for terminating the^onnection between the mail processing device and 
the identification code servemn response to the second prompt. 



107. A mail processing system/or processing a mailpiece, comprising: 
a mail processing devic 

an identification code^reader connected to the mail processing device; and 
sorter application hardware for communicating between the mail processing 
device and an identifica|ion code server, 

108. The system of claim 1j)7f wherein the mail processing device is a Mail 
Processing Bar Code 




109. The system of claim 107, wherein the mail processing device is a Delivery Bar 
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110. The system of claim 107, wherein the mail processing device is a Carrier 
Sequence Bar Code Sorter. 

111. The system of claim 107, wherein the mail pro)!^essing device is an Output 
Subsystem/Bar Code Sorter. 

112. The system of claim 107, wherein the idei/tification code reader is a RBCS ID 
Tag Reader. 

113. The system of claim 107, wherein tl/e identification code reader is a Universal ID 
Tag Reader. 

1 14. The system of claim 107, whepfein the identification code server is a PICS server. 

115. The system of claim 107, wherein the identification code server is a SICS server. 



116. The system of claim |07, wherein the sorter application hardware is on a 
network. 



117. A method jprprocessing a mailpiece by a mail processing device, comprising the 
steps of: 
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reading an identification code f/om the mailpiece, using an identification code 
reader; 

transmitting the identificati9^n code to an identification code server, via sorter 
application hardware; and 

processing mailpiece information between the mail processing device and the 
identification code servey^ the sorter application hardware. 

118. The method of claim 117, wherein the mail proc^sing device is a Mail 
Processing Bar Code Sorter. 




119. The method of claim 117, wherein th^mail processing device is a Delivery Bar 
Code Sorter. 

120. The method of claim 117, \ylierein the mail processing device is a Carrier 
Sequence Bar Code Sorter. 



121. The method oi c\a\n) 117, wherein the mail processing device is an Output 
Subsystem/Bar Code^Sorter. 
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122. The sy^em of claim 117, wherein the identification code reader is a RBCS ID 
Tag Read^ 
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123. The method of claim 117, wherein the identification C9ae reader is a Universal ID 
Tag Reader. 

124. The method of claim 117, wherein the idepflification code server is a PICS server, 

125. The method of claim 117, wherein/the identification code server is a SICS server. 

126. The method of claim 117jwherein the identification code is an ID Tag. 

127. The method of cl^fm 117, wherein the sorter application hardware is on a 
network. 
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128. A system for processing a mailpiece by^a mail processing device, comprising: 

a reading component configured^to read an identification code from the 
mailpiece, using an identification^e^e reader; 

a transmitting compofient configured to transmit the identification code to an 
identification code seWer, via sorter application hardware; and 

a processkfg component configured to process mailpiece information between 
the mail ppdJ^^ssing device and the identification code server, via the sorter application 
hardware. 
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129. The system of claim 128, wherein the mail processir;>g device is a Mail 
Processing Bar Code Sorter. 

130. The system of claim 128, wherein the mail prqbessing device is a Delivery Bar 
Code Sorter. 

131 . The system of claim 128, wherein the m^l processing device is a Carrier 
Sequence Bar Code Sorter. 




132. The system of claim 128, wherein Jtie mail processing device is an Output 
Subsystem/Bar Code Sorter. 

133. The system of claim 128, wherein the identification code reader is a RBCS ID 
Tag Reader. 

134. The system of claim 1^8, wherein the identification code reader is a Universal ID 
Tag Reader. 

135. The system of cl^m 128, wherein the identification code server is a PICS server. 

136. The system pf claim 128, wherein the identification code server is a SICS server. 

-68- 



T5 



20 




LAW 0=TICES 

FiNNECAN, Henderson, 
Farabow, Garrett, 
& duhner^l.up. 

I300 I STREET, N. W. 
WASHrNGTON, DC 20005 
202 -408- 4000 



Attorney Docket No. 07785.0002 



137. The system of claim 12Mvherein the identification code is an ID Tag. 



138. The 



networl 




Jm of claim 128, wherein the sorter application hardware is on a 



39. A computer usable medium having comoiiter readable code embodied therein 
[for processing a mailpiece by a mail processi/g device, the computer readable code 
comprising: 

a reading module configured to re^d an identification code from the mailpiece, 
using an identification code reader; 

a transmitting module configunfed to transmit the identification code to an 
identification code server, via sorte/ application hardware; and 

a processing module configured to process mailpiece information between the 
mail processing device and the/identification code server, via the sorter application 
hardware. 

140. A system of process^ing a mailpiece by a mail processing device, comprising: 

means for reading an identification code from the mailpiece, using an 
identification code reaoer; 

means for transmitting the identification code to an identification code server, via 
sorter application ha/dware; and means for processing mailpiece information between 
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the mail nrocessing device and tlie identification code server, via the sorter application 
hardware. i 
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